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The‘mention of my friend briﬁgs to mind the difficﬁltu
educational situation which all Guyenese confronted in those
"bad oldé days. The educationéfisystem,of the'fimerhad héen :

B geared to prevent. the emergence of 1eadersh1p.': While prﬂnary
. education was free; almost all the schools were understaffed,
underequipped and overcrowded, - It was not uncommon to find

800 children admitted'to‘a séhobl'designed for 400 and it

fﬁnwas estinated that anothér 1%,000 children between six and

fourteen years of age .did not attend school. The effects

" of the poor educatlon fac111t1es were shown in the widespread
i1literacy. The few secondary schools, partly as & result

__of high fees, and the inabilify of workers to afford books
and so on, and partly &s & result of discriminatorj sélection
of candidates, remaihed accessible only to.a privileged few.
And only 2 single scholarship was provided for:Uﬁivefsity
educatlon whlch was available only overseas, Lf you Were

not 1ucky enough to win that scholarshlp, however brilliant.

you mlght be, rOu Were doomed to 3 career in the 1ower rngs

%

of the 01v11 serV1ce or bu51ness,;

Things have changed so much since then that there are

many parents who may have forgotten them and you will know
nothing about them at @ll. To take only one agpect, there
are now three Guiang Scholarships and & large range of other
.soholarships which take our best students to Universities
overseas., There ig 8lso now & generous loan scheme for
gtudents whb have no resources but who are qualified for
University éducation. In 1963, 132 students who Were &8t
overseés universities received $200,000 in loans, and
incidentally neafly a1] of these students are at Universities
in Western countries. This year we have increased the loan
scheme to the record amount of $284,000,
? But this is only one aspect of govermment's progrémme
to make available to every Guyanese the best possible
education irrespective of race, class or creed. . Since 1961
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the educstional system has been radically reorganised and
éxpandeda

A_large nunber of pri@ary and gecondary. schools have
been built. The school bu%lding gcheme 1s now going &head
on & self-help basis with ﬁhe.eommunities building their own
séhools with Government assistance. All places at Government
Secondary Schools are how free.

Ten years ago only two thousand children were pursuing
secondary education, Today, fifty-eight thousand children
are pursuing secondary studies, The training of teachers has
been speeded up with the establishment of training centres
throughout the country. Technical training has been broadened
and improved to provide more effective training of craftsmen
In eight basic trades, And university education has been
brought within the reach’of gveryones, In 1963 the University

of Guyana to which you 8ct &s host opened with 150 students

in three faculties of Arts, Natural Sciences and Social

N Seiences. . This year_aﬁﬁtth*TSOfstudents‘haveTéﬁtered'%hé
i j’: Universitj. That ism§he'geﬁeial frémewqu. HNew I want to
$ouch on~30mé*é%i%ﬁ§$receht changes and decisions of Governmént
“which will have & direct effect on you and your future and that =
'fof your friends in other secondary schools. TFirst, ﬁmprovementé .
in.the Guiana Scholarship. _ |
Government feels that Guiana scholars should be left free

to pursue such academic and/or professional studies &s thedr

Interests dictate, and this under the best conditions. So,
: Govefnment has décide& ag from this year to increase the
Gg@ana Scholarship éward. A Guiana Scholar who wishes %o
pursue & three year course Wlll now be granted the sum of
$8,784 instead of the usual $7,804 and a scholar who is
embarkihg on a four year course will have the value of his
i scholarship increased from $10,3%4 to $11,640, In the past,
i . Guiana Scholarg were only'abie to do a maximum of four years
of University studies. This meant that Guiana Scholars could
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~not embarlk on a five or siz-ycar course such o8 Tledicine, on the
basis of tho awsrd. I #n sure that you will be particularly zlad
to learn that Government has decided to grant the sum of 317,352
to any Guiana Scholar who wishes to do a six~year course, Fou the
firgt time thercforc, Guianese students who win a Guiana Scholsp-
shiprfill.be able to do g full six-year course,

Some of you who 8re now present; wers not here when I
spoke 8t last year's prize=giving. ‘I refer; of course; to
those who have entered the first forms @s & result of the
country-wide Secondary Schools examinatione; and those Who
have entered the Sixth Forms on the strength of their
performance at the G.C.E, examiﬁation at ather achoolse This

 year's intake into the First forms has been the largest to
enter the school in any one year on the basis of & competitive
examination open to all children of the required age. This

ig in keeping with our belief that education should be

democraticaliy:d;ganised.~-That_is algo why we have abolishied

the payment'bf'fees in.Gbyernm

September this year. It5mééﬁ s therefore, that the remainder
of you, 1ike the 150 new boys will now be receiving your
'secondary education free of oharge.

Moreover, so &8s to pfovide more and better facilities in
other secondary schools, Govermment over & year ago entered
into negotiations with the sided secondary échools'to gsecure
improved conditions for teachers and to pTOVlde relief for
pérents. @Govermment!s aim was at the time, and still is, to
pay the full salaries of 811 teachers who had the minimum
quallflcatlons and to abolish the payment of school fees.

In addition, Govermment intends to provide leave and penasion
cqnﬂitions for the staff of such schools on par with those
which exist for All-Age School Teachers,

So far four schools - Berbice Educatlonal Institute, -
Tagore Memorial High School, Corentyne High Sehool and Guiana
Oriental College have agreed to the gonditions as set out by
the Government and we 8re now awaiting the agreement of
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Central High School, Tutorial High School, IndianBducction Trust

- College, Ceambridge Academy, St. Stanislaus College, St

Rose's High School, St. Joseph's High Schocl and the others,
g0 that Goverment's determined intention of free secondary
education for all can become & reality throughdut Guyana.
In this connexion, I msy say that the Government is committed
to a8 policy of religious freedom, &nd parents will be free
to have their children instructed in the religion of their
choice.w

The pace of educational expansion is so great that
every week sees & striking new development, Thus a few
weeks ago 8 contract was awarded for the cdnstruction of a
new building to house the present Amnea Regina Secondary
School and it is expected that this will be gompleted in
time for the pupils %0 move over 8t the beginning of the
new school year. In other areas, with community assistance

new schools have beer built and there 8re now fourteen more

Governmggﬁfﬁaggndary“Schbols;gﬁihese schools have indeed

been Btarted on & modest scale but I am confident that in

& very short time they will blossom into institutions which

will fom @ network of secondary schools to meet the growing

needg of an Independent Guyana.

Speaking of community awareness,.l_am glad to hear that
the Parent Teachers' Association and the 01d Boys' Association
have again risen to the occaésion in providing funds for the
prizes which boys will receive. I wish to dongratulate both
brganisations on tﬁe way in which they have identified
themselves With their civil responsibilities.,

Now nothing that I have said so far, should lead you
to get ﬁourself apart from the general stream of education
in Guyana today. You have & fine tradition as & Grammar
School. Yours is, therefore, & role of leadership, sO that
8g we continue to establish more secondary schools, they
ean lock to you for standards, though poseibly varying in

form and orgenisation.
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I have noted the concern expressed by your Headnaster
on the question of staffing, It has always been the policy
of Govermnment (and it will remain so) to anplqy.competent
graduate masters to teach at Queens. With present university
scholarships and the loan scheme I am confident that whatever
gtaffing ﬁroblems you face now, @an only be temporary, The
establistment of the University of Guyana and the stepping
up of Govermment's external Training scheme @re &ll bound
t0 result in & supply of Graduates from which secondary
schools should be adequately staffed. |

In the meantime, I am satlsfied that The present staff
is doing 2 very commendable job and 1 am'éonfident that you
will use your opportunities to set and mailntain standards
which other secondary schools can emulate.

And now I turn to some more developments in educagtion

_ which affect you. Goverﬁment is convinced that the education

“recelved in our schools must at al *ear relevance to
P . our situatlon. With that in mind”a Cirriculunm Committee has

‘o l'been set up by Govermment and neaded by your Headmaster,

.‘“Mr. Hetrem and with Miss L, Dewar, and Mr, C.C. Blackman &s
Vice Chairmen, to review existing curricula and to recommend

to what extent they could be brought in 1ine w1th modern

concepts of education and new trends 1n the Guyanese situation.
In the meantime the Minigter of Education has directed that
sertain subjects - Economics, demunity Development,
Gomoperatives (and the History of British Guians must be
taught in the secondary divisions of our educational institu-
tions 4o ensure that our education bears relevence to the
needs of our society.

A step in the same direction is the decision that this
country will be & participating member in the Caribbean
Exemination Council, which has been formed %o take over és .
the oversefis examining body. This body will fashion examina-
tions to Caribbean needs while maintaining internatioﬁal

ptandards.
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'. Iﬁ other fields, Govermnment has gone boldly'ahead with
imaginative plans designed to help along the educational’
" revolution. Next year 8 great deal of money will be spent
on new schools or the extension of existing schools. Nearly
& million dollars will be spent on all-age schools and more
than two million on secondary schools. Fifty eight per cent
of our all-gge projects with which the World Foeod Progrémme |

is essisting, will provide another 8,000 places. I have

already referred to the erection of & new secondary school

at Arma Regina, There is &lso provision for furniture,

sclence laboratories, Home Economics facilities and laboratory

equipment ét the Ruimveldt secondary school and &t other

" schools throughout the country, New Equipment and training
facilities will be provided for the Teachers Training College
in Port Mourant. Iwo junior technic2l colleges Wwhich it is

.. propoged to establish will expand the wprk of the Government

nical Institute into hieW BYeas Where tethuical training — -

i urgeﬁﬁly:reduired. ‘These Jjunior technical ¢olleges will

b i“ite@fin-Bérbice and Bssequibo and should play a g reat part

e

_in tréining the creftsmen and technicifns so urgently needed
 in carrying dut our development programme.,

You are living in exciting times. AIl over the world
people &re putting aside their Bge—old_wéys of thinking and
doing. They have cut their moorings with the past and while

ap -

it is not always clear where they are going, within theilr

hearts there is the certaiﬁty that they want a world in which
poverty will be abolished and in whish there will be

‘ apportunities for all to develop themselves to the full, You
; | will be called uﬁﬂ%o play & part of le2dership in this

‘ revolution. I know that ammed with the standards and

traditions of this, your school, you will play your part well.
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